Not a Show Band

Traditionalist sticks it to country pop

BY BRAD SIMM

country. My ears prick up when

heear that, Dressed in a well-wom

mim jacke! and a1 wide-brim hat,

Tom Frlhps cermmnly fits the part.

Raised in Bragg Creek amd wesned on

old-school counlry tunes, (he anger-

soqgwriter is well-versed i the hagory

of the country music for which he
andently carries 1 torch

“I Kipdd ol massed ol own the rock and
redl thing, We had that place out a1
Bragg Creek and 1 had horses, My dad
wis im0 Soms of the Ploneers and Lefiy
Frizaell, and 1 fedl in lowve with it peally
ealy.”

Aller a seven-year stinf in Toronio
|":|ng|:|;.: arcwimd [olk clubs, I-"‘h:illip:-:
rerusmed 1 Cu1gﬂr}'l||-;,'4|.r\'¢ ol the kind
af *\.l_'.k' that cofess I |.1.:|I1|m'||:,
While hosting jam sessions a1 a club
dovwnmown he was absorbed by a group
of supportive musicians who voled him
m a5 therr man man. The oulcome
resulied i a seven-piece hand complee
wilh ]a:\-.L'll sl gutar, socordion, man-
dirlin, bass, drames, and electne guilar—
the full-meal deal—allowing them io
tumn ot all the clements of swing, jaez,
and bluegmss. which underscore trads-
Tl counlry

“Cih yesh, for sure.” agrees Phillips.
1 honesaly belseve that Coumnkry msic
comes from one of thise sireams of
Morth Amencan misee, hke pazr, tha
you gotta know the history of i€ 10 real-
Iy get into it And we'ne all shadents of
il Everybody in the band boves that kinc
of msic,. .. With o seven-picce it's fair-
Iy comgdex. We lend io ]1!.;|:.' jnez clubs
and the Might Gallery. We definitely
haven't played ithe Ranchman's line
dancing kind of thing—that"s not whl
we do at all”

The Men of Constant Sorrow back up
Tom Phillips. They've just find<hed
reconbing a 13-tmck CD produced by
ihe polable Enob-twisting talents of
soousie blucsman T Williams, He's
}"i'.l:n them a spacious sound where the
imstrumenis” nestic qualily siand out on
their own (think of MNeill Young's
Harvest albam). There's fancy fretwork
providesd by guilanis Dewight
Ahewmpsom, the pedal sieel aches and
swells, while Jane ”.‘I'H'II,'F.'\G hack-
|_.'I".=4.II!u| wicals add a laver of sweelness
Up fromt, Phillips's smoky theoal muns
through a collection of love-gone
wrong  ballads and  hard-drinkin®,
honky-tonk, windshicld-wiper-slappin'
B2 Lappeirs

— N

Toun Phillips carries the torch for real country. B. Simm phota.

“Yeah,” Phallips confirms, “it's hard
country. It s f;l:rl:.-' Eraclatisnal Coumry,
in the wadinon of Hank and Merle,
I've always been dodng this siuff, and
I'll probably take it o my grave. Bul
that's the great thing about country
music, you can actually take it to your
grave, And as o matter of fact, it's
goang 1o lake you (o your grave,” '

O EI:"""E the oulspoken Phi“tTH
wion't be taking 1o his grave is eonbems
porry coumtry—somcthing be despises
and refers bo quite blumily as “bubble
gum music” and “country pop”. With
Rlilll:lpﬂlr.' just aroamd the comer, |
asked how things were gearing up for |
the g hoe-gdown,

“We're mol really a  country
Stompede kind of band, From my
understanding of Stampede week you
et & bunch of rock and mll bands in @
do breakifnsts and suff. They leam
sOime Counlry unes in the van on the
Wy down and do a2 real 1hi|:|_'\_-.' jnh of
them 1 mieam, of we've houl Ny SICOesE
it's been J.H.I'I.p feal coumntry. Bat can
yor hear real country miasie in Calgary?
You can hear a ot of Nashville pop
bargls, | don't think you get mamy bands
doing country music  in ('ﬂl:_,:n,r}',
Coundry musss has :|.'|'.1.','|_'_. « heen in many
ways ehetmzed in [':L'Iu.'.r:.' D 16s the
Stampede they g all tese showhands,
where vou go, "Oh God, ot another
couniry bandl' S0 in some ways the
inlelligence of country music is lost on
the gpeneral public. becauss they've
bten slammied with all these showhands
theat really have mothing o do with
CoumMry mesic,.. 'm as far away foom
the pop-country sound as you can P
bly get. To me i°s pop nsic. [ have na
idea why they even call it couniry
ITILISIC

stll, there's hope and Phillips is s
hving prool, Delermined nol oo el
caught up n the -:'4'-|||'|Ir_g.-|1'|||~.'iu ;_.:h.u:n:.:.
with s smoke shows, (Lish s, amd
massive o syslems, The Men al
Comstant Sormow, guided by Phallips’s
honky-tonk head aim o keep i peal in
the tmdition of Hank and Merle.

“1 bowaght the Merle box set, which B
the preatest purchase 1've ever made |
iy lifie. Fouwr CO%, 1 vie hed it for almost
a vear and I'm sull pod past the thand
CIx 1 jput one inand beave it on the OIS
player for three or four months. Thenl
put (e mext one on. .. 115 great sl 0

Tom Philiips"s CIF release [Ty i o
ey 's on Friday, June [8




