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Calgary’s own honky-tonk
legend lives on

IREMNA KARSHENBAUM

amehime between the close of the
nineteenth century when
America’s mid-westem establish-
s of ill-repute offered alcohol,

planc playimg amd cheap women—in-
ol lv Emovwn ms Hnn'-u;:. Tonks—and the
the time of the Lhrty |himies ammorial
ized in Steinbeck's The Crapes of
Wrarh, theres cmerged the unmistakable
and wunforgettable American  sound
Known as .‘n'-l'L:.'-]n.:-ul-. VLS
Unginally agged as hlllally music
and later spawning boogic wongie, jump
blues and the big daddy of them all, rock
roll, honky-tonk was the country
miusic of rural people forced to live in
urtkan centres, who crooned of the time-

less heamaches brought on by loneliness,

aleoholism, adultery and lost love

several decades lvter. and many rungs
up the sociceconomic ladder, the honky-
tonk trsditton 15 carmed on h:. Tom
Fhillips, son of a Calgary lawyer and a
homemaker, and his band, The Men of
Lomstan] Somow

It's hard to sit still hearing these seven
middle .-.:'_r-.i !'-n:-.-. ':"r.lr:-. iclhorm o
drums, Tim Leacock on bass. Lawight
Thompson on electric guitar, Charlie
Veulleux adding the “erying
sound with his pedal steel guitar, David
Hoffart on mandodin, Kon Casat  on
accordion and Flullips on acowstc guitar

woice

and lead vocali—and nobody does.
Couples crowd the dance fleor, jiving. at
the lronwood Stage and Grill in
Inglewood, just a few minutes
downiown Caleary
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It Wi love |'|-l'|u:--!ll|||x msne, }-l'.l'.|
love Tom Phillips and the Men of
Lonsiant sommow. bBEven ol wou hate
honky-tonk MEEIC '.;l_l\.ll:| _!.u-;l..l SLE |
arnd the Men of

LEREEMS

love Tom Ph i
L anistant oo

Ihas may b 21sE century I'|-|.|v._:-. Lok,
but o s soullully peppered with tradh
III\.'\l!!.ll |-\.'\-\.|'H. LK) I‘!.II'L "|"|I”i_|'|'|'\-\. l_|_|'\-\.'\-\. et
lke *Your Cheatin® Heart™ and “Honky
lonk Blucs™ for that good ol
v

Look lor the sumimer ol
Dauphin's Countryfest in Dauph
Man.. from I|.I:. |l #x 4 x'1.u|;|:F|I1;' stage
wilh coumiry greats Lawight Yoakam and
Ricky Skages. You'll alse cach them
plaving all around their hometown dur
ing the Calgary Stampede, from July 9
I 18, In MNovember, the band wil
melease a new L, Foerr Fraaffeges aend iF
Wen af Constant Sorrow Live af the
fronmweagd, under the :'.Z:.Lr:. hased
Kuby MMoon MHecords label, the long
awaited followup w 2002°s The

Fxsensnd and the growp’s 1999 self

conaniry

band ths

titled debut album. That should pun o
rest the concermns of some Tans who waor
rizd the band maght be fmshed afer
Phillips relcased his first solo work,
Higlh Flver, earlier thas vear wath the
hielp of his old buddies Kit Johnson and
Dsear 1 N F
fishing wath viour Tnemnds evers
gei to play,” says Ph
with the Men of Cons
Fhallps

Thix bamd is like #0d 12
LT W
ps ol getimg back
Nk SoTrow

*Aalberia

wrale the single

Song” for the new CD in response o
what he <alls “the old idea that in
Alberta, people arc rednecks.  He

the somg is about “how

sducated and snull hke 1o
ard that, really, we re

esf of Canada

.\_"l.|'l..|:l1'\1
Albertans ane
nave a gosed fime.
IO NECERSAMNMEY whait =||;'
Uinks we ane.

Fi‘llli:px_ a 46-ye ar-ald father of three
daughters, stuched the French horm and
guitar belore siudying education at the
L niversity of Sberia. He s 0 vorscious
reader whose passion [or Kichard Ford,
Emest Hemingway, John Steinbeck and
lohn O"Hara led lim o apen C

Hankview Hooks, which be runs in s
spare time. A love for great literature is a
g part of has hile, he says, but adds that
s honky-tonk carcer will “lake me 1o
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