R O S L]
ARTS B CULTURE : iy
BY AMTHORYT CHARRGHN

FHOTCGRAMHY 5 [ANES MAT
HAIR AT MASELP BY LIBERTEE MUZYKA OF PUEE FLik '_-..|||ll_'lji'

HAVING MORE IN COMMON WITH LEGENDS LIKE WILF
CARTER, HANK WILLIAMS, IAN TYSON AND STOMPIN'
TOM CONNORS THAN CONTEMPORARY COUNTRY S5TARS,

THREE LOCAL MUSICIANS — TOM PHILLIPS, TIM HUS
AMD MATT MASTERS — ARE ADDING NEW CHAPTERS TO

CALGARY'S MUSICAL HISTORY

CALGARY IN JULY can be a tough time to lind anyvthing
--mnhu itieslly western. For 10 days, folks who normally
wouldn't be caught dead in Wranglers shine up their buckles,
! throw on their cow Doy hals amd do a tipsy bwvo-step through
i3 acity overrun with hay bales, rustic pine planks and pancake
breakfasts. But if vou listen closely, a high lonesome country
o ri|:1_1'..=\. across Lhe Bow Valley vear round. It cuks f|'l'll"l|.!g|‘l
the din of construction and commuter trathc with an acoustic
i precision and story-filled lvrics, drawing on o style that's been
7 R’ 1-tcl]1i||ghi|l.-:_1_']?u|l.l|_r|.'.;|.|.l._\“|:':~t brovaeht talk mosic fo Narth
_ America, And while the Stampede is a greal time [or any covel
g Band with a handful of Garth Brooks sones o earn a little
l extra dough, itsalso when the demand tar the genuine sonnds
Oof these Three musicians is atits highest.
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comtonrn image, plaving tradilional connbry mosie i en ilsell Iabd wid
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} ; = rilelliows undieriaki ||-_.'|l.|:.|1..|.h|.||q.||..||'ll'. just how thiese onllaws ke 1L,
1 | ‘\Q&\ Give it any labael o wanl, all-country, woots conntey, honky-tonk or even
: -: - L\\ vall-termative, il conlinues lo caplivale ald Fains while diaw i nEw anes

! .:. 1an 1= Gumiliar vhwtlinns aone stories of 1ite, love and |oss
4 Bt ; ) ! T Phillipes, 47, whaose lanad Tons Pleillips andothe Men ot Constant
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Sorrow performs Fridas nighis al e Irons viml SlATEAng L ll i

Laft ta raght: Tarn PRADps, Tim Hus Y Inglewood, mect= a lot of peaple in the city who 1¢-It'h’r'r|1-ltﬁ-'-. HE

arwd MindE Masteas st the Palomeno ? ! w comnlry mesi.
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“TO BE ABLE TO PLA3
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1 think Lhat counbry musle 15 like any klind
ol musie, | never wsed to like jAEE wnkil | heard
Kind of Blue' by Miles Davis.” sabd Phillips
“Ithink that there k= a huge depth of stutl ot

there but you don't really get a chance 1o hear

i The only thing that peaple do hear is really
just pop mmusic.

Fhillips, who grew up in the Bragg Creek
and Calgary arew. was first exposed 1o
COUNEryY mmusie "::,' his father. whose fondness
for acts ke Lefty Frizeell, and Wilf Carter
rubbed off, “Even when my friends were
dkstening fo Led Zeppelin | was listening 1o
Hank Williams,” he sald,

Fhillips’ bamid’s style is reflective of these
(5] :'.':r mtoences. The "-\.I'|.I'||-illll"'l'r' outtr playe
what Fhillips call “Texas-style Honbky-Tonk”

and ales draw's inspiration from lan Tyson
Buck Crweens and the Buckaroos, and Bab Wills
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amd the Texas Playboys among athers. Phillips

hag always leaned toward songwriting, and
the band miboes ortginal material with som
of their old favarites

“Too bz abole o play our own muste, in

1 sbwle we love, Ima o ity wie love — ib's ghear,”

sl F'I'.i.ll.|.=. “T alw
a homky-togik band bt never dreamed

- | I\.1.r||||r|| b Bigye

| enaldd acta Il:, have ane.,

Phiil Ell'-. fecls thmt [.lll!_\..\.'| ki has repched
werucial size o sLp et thie mslc soene.
" oguy like me can play thie same bar EVETY
Friclay

ght and still draw a eroed ™ '!':III::I_'_u
snicl. Thiat wiasn't possible 10 years ago.”

Tl it ot ondy the lifelon g fans of
country who come to kick up thelr heels
the Tromwoasd whio are showlng their roots.
A whaole new generation of fans and
performers is emeraing thanks in part to the

cily’s swollen population and the simple fact
thiet conunlry is hip again

Follewing the trail blazed by Taber, Albert
native Corb Lund, whose albam Hifr fro My
Eyes Like A Highland Steer captured the 2006
Juno awird in the Roots & Traditbonal Albusm
of The Year: Solo category, are two Calgary
perlormers, Mottt Mosters and Tim Hus, each
travelling different roads to becoming the
rpobs troubadours they are today.,
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found conntry wia rack and rell, He be gEE
hanging al the now-defunct institwtlon of
Calgury indie-rock Reck Central as soon a3
he was able and this past March he hosted

a Muech Music special "MuchDocsCalpary™
fenturing |:;r:-.||-'| coming clty hands. Chesiia
filz rock pedigres, Masters, whose ghven name
ks Matt Burgenér. found that when he stared



