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From sorrow comes honky tonkin’

The country tricks of Tom Phillips and The Men of Constant Sorrow

AUBREY McINNIS -

Cazing out from under the brim of
his cowboy hat, puffin’ on a rapidly
disappsanng cigarstts and drink-
ing a cup of coffes as black as tar,
Tom Phillipe i& the subwban ver-
sion of the Marlboro Man. Even his
&yes have that glsam, like somn-
ons who has a néw magic trick
and is dying to show it

Om June 18 at Ouincy's on Tib,
Tom Phillips and The Men of
Constant Sorrow will releass their
old-time piace of country magic —
a palf-titled debut album. Joined
by Dwight Thompeon (electric gui-
tar), Ron Dyck (acoordion), Dave
Hoffart (mandolin), Scott Lauchlan
(drums), Richard Erickson (bass),
Charlie Villieux (pedal steel guitar),
Tom (on vocals and acoustic gui-
tar) =ays he couldn’t conjure & bet-
tor axperience than this

“I've somahow, by the grace of
Grod, fallen into the bost band
that's ever been out thers, ™ he
says warmly while amiling.

“You've got a seven-plece band,
| writo the songs, and if we're not
playing my songs, we're playing
songs by Hank Williams or Marle
Haggard or some old honky tonk
stufl -

The band began as a weokly jam
party for the group of gentlemen
until they started to get regular
grgs. All of thoas bar shows and

From jams to club shows to a folk fest to a debut CD — Tom Phillips and The Men of Constant Sorrow

the reputation that followed even-
tually sarned them a spot on the
folk fest lineup last year aloagside
acts such as Gilllan Welch and
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Alejandro Escovedo Now. Tom
and The Men of Constant Sommow
are the only country band in town
that can get away with playing
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and packing a jazz or bluas bar
Local lagend Tim Willlams

one of Canada’s great blues play-

ors who also has a background as
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a country songwriter — produced
the 13 Phillips-peaned tracks that
make up the debut, and his exper-
iy cartainly cama in handy in
achieving the traditional country
fael foatured on songs Like *1 Can't
Win For Trying.” “Ruby Red Heart"
and "Smoke Stain On My

Window. "

Thara'll be no traditional country
at The Night Gallery oo Saturday,
June 19, but there will be no ahort-
age of good fealings for the
Surmmest Solstice Benefl: Conoort in
support of The Mustard Seed
Streot Ministry. The event, which
begins at B p.m., foatures live
music by local acts Belvedere
(who recently opened for punk
gods Bad Religion), Sesslon,
Ekseptions and Nine Miles To
Morgan.

All prooeeds from the event go
to The Mustard Seed, an organiza-
tion that compassionatoly
responds to the neods of the inner-
city's homeless and less fortunate,

Round two of Java Shark’s
Independont Band Challenge — an
avent that runs every Thursday
night throughout the SUMITET —
saw Upshot advance to the semi-
finals over the newly re-formed
Diesel Fly and newcomers The
Ewctric Horsemen. This
Thuraday's contestants are
Johnny Unite Us, Shrinking
Violet and Gun Club.



