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Country bookworm launches new CD

bookatone at ot Macleod Trail, B
deep in the heart of the burgeoning  SpOTLIGHT
burks of Calgary. -
However, by night, be puts ona I Tom Phillips and
different hat . . . & cowboy hat. the Men of Con-
That's when Phillips, along with stmﬂh&mnm “‘-"515;‘_
hils Bamd the Men aof Constant Sor- {Zﬂ_ e ﬂ-ill"l'!-'
fow, arns into a hoaky-tonkin’ their e, self-ti-

Pl led dise Eonight at
sinper enteriaining patrons at such thec
downtown haunis as the Night mﬁm@

Gallery. £10, at tha door or

JAMES MURETICH A Lot of that stems from having a father who
CaLaasy Himaln bowed conntey and o mother whao loved boolks.
Also, Phillips just plain loves language, fin all is
he world of literature and country myriad forms. Which 5 why he sees no differ-
music would appear tobe acaseof  ence between the work of Wilsh poet Dylan
*never the twain shall meet” Thomas and the songs of Texas tunesmith
T Phillips kaows it min't scu Toewrnies Van Fandt.
By day, he manages the Chapters He pursues both with equaal passlon.

Tonight, though, it's a thoroughly
eouniry affair as Plillips amnd the
Ken of Constant Sorrow [aunch
thelr mew, self-titled CD with a gig
at (iancy's,

The dize capiures Fhillips' bove of
ald-time country, the kind heard
back in the days when tears regu-
lagly ficll in beers and nary a video
Wild S0Ch,

With a little help from his band

= often feel like I've got two suits, 00 . and friends like singer Jane Hawley

man, two swits all the time." says ::m at Tick Cevhey possesses the most haunting

Phillips. f female voice in Cangdian country

“That's probably becawse a lot of maisic), it's 4 solid offering that
peaple in the literary world think I'm com- ought to please anyone who prefecs Mere Hag-
pletely insane to be dolng country musie ... but  gard bo Tim MeGraw,

" Handet  I've never deawn a distinetion between the In fact, even peaple who think they woa't o01-
Taim Phillips lets locse with sorme honky-tonk.  two” ton bo country musie just may find there's mone

Tom PHILLIPS HANDLES BOOKS BY DAY AND MUSIC BY NIGHT

to his dize than first meets the #ar

Phillips, who pens his own material as well as
performing country classics, has found that's
often the caze when he &nd his Men af Con-
stant Sormow perform live,

“Some of my favourite gigs that I've played in
Cabgary have been at the Might Gallery.” he
gays, peferring to the nightspot that mormally
hosts underground rock hands and catting-
edge desays.

“They don't mecd to have me there. If amy-
thing, they should boo me off the stage bt that
place man, we've had gigs where T come ol the
stage feeling s high and people, a kot younger
tham mie, come up and go: You know, 1 really
Bate country music, but 1 lke you guys

=1 thinlk that comes from the fact that car
brand af epantey is pretty traditionall. There's
nothing radically new . ., but it's o chance o
hear peal country muaele,” says Phillips.

1_;3‘.'3 goit roots. And that's the kind of nusic 1
i

“1 dan't care what kind of musie it Is, 'm al-
ways there for . . . Jazz, rock 'n” roll . ... a3 long
as it showe 115 PoOis.

And Tom Phillips' roots are always showing,
whether he's sporting his Stetson or not.




