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Rooted in cowboy culture

?
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NICK LEWIS &
HEATH MCCOY

FLUGGED 1M

‘Tom Phillips
inspired by dad

rum Phllips comes by hin
cowhay sensthilities hos-
etly.

The frontman of Tom Phillips
and the Men of Constant Sorrow,
bex has emerped in recent years as
oa of Calgary’s fimeat rooss
COURTY artists and remembers
B brnendrsed oo sy cal-
rure as achid

My o] waas an calpatich
Lrwryeer, bul eallly, he was & cow-
By at heeart,”™ sanys thae lamky, kong-
Fariredd AT -ROR W TIECT,

=W lived in Calgary, buot Diad
bought this place up in Bragg
Cresele, this weckend acreape, and
her ot 1w all borees. Every wesk-
e wie'd dirive up there in (his
old Infernational truck and he'd
yondel all ehe way, Fic had & bens-
up guitar and he'd play old wet -
o s by Sons of the Plomeers
and peopde B that. He wis Hie
achoast couanbry musican.”

The ga=year-old Phillips alsa
baned his: Forst excposiee B0 ihe
Foade wirld 1h thoss day,

“Hragy Creel was so different
then” B says. “Tr was just furm-
rs and mnchers and they'd be
hengging caut im thee old poneral
o, sistng around this big pot-
bl stawe 1 was Shoe six amad T'd
Fer Ehesre ard huang caat,, foan, [
et i wems =0 cooll™

Those earty ex e okl
shape Phillips’ Efe. They cer-
tainly dhaped his arfictss vislon

Thee Esmential the Lavest disc
fevum Tiomn Phillips and the Men
ol Cammeant Soasow, 14 & soalil
slice of iraditiosal cowboy ma
siaz, fall of hoaky-tonk bars, rodeo
I, dicsert roads, wom saddics
anad, as one of the songs puts i,
Boeer Stained Memorice

The Exential will be released
B 57 ot Hanchenan's, where
Tioorm amnad| hiis sixnepiece band will
be playing a barn-bumer of a gy
o celebate it armhal

T dss 30 |ong Yiear, ea-
turesd on The Essential, is atrik-
et Frllips” Bcher and the im-

T Pl ol (sl k]

His father's kove of traditional country music “loeoded” Tom Phillips and be hkasn®t looked back.

pctt b hadl on his som's life amed
friafisg,

“Aly cdad diesd wiben | was quite
yorim and thar's when [ orarted
writing somgs.” Phillips says.
“Mlunic can belp get you theowugh
tienecs ke that.

Whhn b was in his carly 208,
Thalhps e b Tianonio,
wwhiere be carved out ae
lrvirg oa ihe ciry's kol cirosit. He
Iecamme & regudar a the dingy
hazemant oFHehoes Bad Al-
bert's, where he honied his crad
alangide aspirmg sonreTiten
R Sexxmmith and ormer Blus
Rosden mernber Bobby Wiseman,

Meil Yiurg playod there fos,
before Phillips” day. ~The gy
wihi ran the place todd me wihsen-
ey el would pliy, Be'd bave o
learve the moom,” Phallips s
witha Leagch, “Tie pust consldn®
stand his voice”

By the end of his seven-year
wint im Toronto, Phillips seyrs. be
At A g Sy e
oniffechouse falk, back to the tra-
ditional cowihoy songs his fther

Il = chon’t lercrw® i | W et -
B ek oF it 21 was, bt
it all started Aooding bhack bome”
Phillips sy, “1 jusi stanied writ-
Ingz songs Hie that and [ baven't
Ioadord back since™

When Philligs became a futher,
e rmovwedd Tacde t Calgeary, wisere
[ Eradually bocame past o 1kis
oty rich s scene. Thi-
nwh'. H weas abetier [ The
simging ooy bad oomee home.

Ty ithae L e, Phellsps
Iiand his dream band a8 open
joerm Spsiaiina. 3 thae BAngE Henry
VI prubs i doreeiown Calsary
Hiz Men of Constant Sarmow —
Roesie Diypck on the sqouecoebox,
Charlbe Viellleux on pedal siecd
guitar, Dave Hollast on man-
d-nlin.l:hi@: Thompson on
chectric partar, oot Lauctkan on
drurms sl Richar! Frachsomn am
hass all frexqueenied the sesdons.

Piillips also conmis such Cal-
rary-hased roods music ds
Lul?ﬁ'lyun'nm 'I.lu.'ll'_:lr;::nﬂ
Eilly Comesill as friends and
peers. Prillps recorded an old

Crorermill sorg, Viggatsond, for Ths
Essential Covwsill jofned bire in
e stucha for the somg and heTl
b joining the band ondage
Manch &7, when they performm the
nigmbsr @ Banchman's

Phillips ks prowod o /be intight
with Calpary®s rodes Cosnery ¢lste
e he’s Gescely peoteetive ol the
oy’ |:|.'.I|._b.1'!.' Eoritagae e

“Snmetimes coantry msic in
Calyzary prets a bam deal” b sy
“Fveryciug e latea B bl il
pary Stamnpede, whene you'll gt
thsste chesy Pamd coming inbo
towen and s ot abwarys the
preatest country s, That™
thee stipma now ... That'sa
shamw.

=W AT s RS AT A 1B Pl
af country muasic and I thizk Cal-
GaEy 18 e place todo s -
caus: that's really what this ciry
= hased on, culbursdhy: 11 geood
i bee et oof ikt cultuee:
[ u!:g;r:l"\-: read comw by calbans™
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