Sorrow'’s plaything

Let Tom Phillips fuel your soul
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When the barlliag and the ntelli-
genixin are squally hooked by
what's o0 your mind and what fusls
wour soal, yoii lendew yol'fe & man in
domand. Sinpar-earirwrioer Tom
Phillips 19 swch & man

Whils a womaa &l University of
Albarta ke studying his bazd, The
Meg of Constant Sarmow, Lo Oom-
plate her thoxia in sthasmuakoology
tha ragged regulars gather to danoe
and spill hasr avery Saturcay nigat
at the growp's wnpakd peactics gig
at King Henry VII Pub in dowme
wown Calgary — Jus oS they hove
stnoe ihe band was alesamized
from drsame, Sootch fumisd, TAATE
anel cigarettes ail a Saturdey aftor-
ncon jam thans s Pear 4go.

Tiwr band was hirthed as its
weould-be memnbars endured punch-
o from a fethal of Coumiry nmess
momonte, inchiding the beeakoap of
Phllips’s lomg -erm marriage aond
tha death of padal stecl playor
Charlie Veilleus's teenage daughier
im i traffic accidant.

=iwe all (el into sech other likes &
mapport geosp that we all nodsded at
ihat tima, " PEIlips mealls owe his
customary libation of simoianecus
Soctch and beer. Ovor i yoars, tha
hand's revalving stable of musi-
clany has inchsdsd bassist Lee
Ehodden (Fire Engirss Red], gquitanist
and bassist Tim Loacock (The Co-
Dopandants) and baegist Danmy
Patton (Beaife] Joa),

But i cone, the players wiha sl
erchar $icks and strings ot 2 a.m
Bunday maming, iInchedes Vil
mooordsan playoer Ronmie Declk. gnud-
tar guy Dwight Thompson and mAn-
delin msssrrs Dave Holsre, wath
drusmer Gary Celhom and basaim,
Jalf Faziey roundisg out the linmap.
Inafmits parrend st of pat nnd
paemend mambans might be repre-
senlesd ol &ny i

Phillips"s dusty road to hanky-
ronk aalvation actually began wih
sl Spath of his father whea he was
12, His sasly MATROTIGE AN His
mapihate in the song =20 Long
Yoars,” recalling his lnwoper batle
excacizig s rrbal cowhoy elde @
A bagteged peckup track winile dri-
wing Bis young son to teis Bragg
Crook hamd.

=Bunday mighta ha'd drise his
track... and he'd sing at the top of
his linge old cowboyr songs. I8 B
likir hir's gonna talk o me. And |
wagmed & Hitle bR of musls, apd e
diad, asd [ didn't quito got 6. 1
waisni® 15 mrry hadrooan and played
gustar and sang and locked at
myyealt i tha mirmor and thomegit
abiat Bow [ wns going Lo b @ STAT
Mugic balped mé 85 much througlh
that sbil and in's naver lat ma
Ao, "

A o of abowt 300 {fane shames
kix sppreciation for country mukic,
dadicatsd meguiars who, like
Daadlvesds, can ba counted on o
come oul, and dance, drink and chat
EPACY OnE DD SUC WBGks. o p{gular
A thmis “Jonowbeads ™ thal col-
beotivoly they could qaalkify as an
extra band membor. in mpite of thalr
divarsa backgrounds they, 100, have
ot vy othar's suppoet gRouIR,
wilh many of tham sharing svery-
thibng from nods of recogndtion
poroan a anakn-Fainesd bEnoom Lo
darcing, GEpARNTTAR, benir, bamad sfo-
ries and CEnARCS
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Alchemized from dreams, Scotch fumes and tesrs — Tom Phillips and the Men of Constant Somrow

The audisace also ciies inchdes
other musicians, from punks Lo JaEE
Playwy, willig CETen L0 S0ak up ancd
posribly cupture Ul mesgo

*(rary [Gelhoen) alwoys soys
they"me corming w see me, but |
prver hused that whin [ was playing
g, Woe've ot @ seven-peece band
go these's & bunch of lnstnameis-
thon. Wotwa gat Charlis [Vedllews).
and I'dl e gradng eut swary night ta
hear him personally. All the boys
are quirky in thair awn right and
they have thoir cvn things poing on
and it's mtaceating.”

Philkips found st just how lofty
s band's repatation was when be
mat country star Juson Mooy a
faw YBArs Ag0.

=1 veas up in Big Valley dolng Lhe

songwWTibeTa thing and I'd meves e
him bedaw, and scencbochy fntro-
dmood ae, Arnd he goss “Tham Phillips
ard the Mas of Constant Somowl S
you dide't tell e 1hat's yous band.
That's like fagetting o montion
youl're in the Esgles.'™

Whon tha bows necorded thii
sall-tsided album i 1099, soms of
el paalnumis of Ui Live shows
soomad e have jumped the femco
mndd gallopnd off. This time arcand.
this playes saved all thedr maney
fraey thalr Stampede gigs last yoar
1o mpcord thair new albam, Predocee
Dwigil Thompson macks s L
mneeie an this pooopd, The Eoskn il
Thire Phittina and the Men of
Constant Sormow, would rub shaul-
das with the shy — tothat and b
labwicated songs with stoc] guitar,
ane waippnd the guitas, msndeln
and accordion o & swent froth,
Tha ressily is 10 tencks that aften
eound jum like they do ol Heory's

And deapive playing there on
moet Saturdoy nights for Use pass
fres Paare, despite biring the Friclay
night houss band a: the Mocoa
b it buarpsd down, and daapite
alss playing at least a hal dozan
cnhar qiqs every month, the e
sl tkrilla ths band.
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“Cinp thing wo™nd never dans e
have & st st and the othe thing
win'vh Aaer dons in mhours:
Wiar'wr ondy plagnd Thes, Thens's
nething set. Aoy solo that comas
1, I'en ihrowing & signal fo that
gy andd ha's picking it up. Hobody
penlly knows what's coming. They
have Lo watch and thay cant get
e complacent

=Also, nobody knows exactly
wheoe the song's oing o end. Foo
weprybody else it soema ik wans
playing the Same Ly wd sams
jplacs, Tt for us {2 e, Boly ok,
gtop L train wreck ”




